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Whatever was Old became Sacred.

It is indeed very difficult to account for this
strange mixture of wisdom and folly even in the
Veda, more particularly in the BrShma^as, ex-
cept by supposing that at the time when these
ancient compositions were reduced to writing,
anything that had been handed down as old,
was considered sacred and worthy of being pre-
served. We ought to remember what hideous
and decayed things our own antiquarian friends
are able to admire, simply because they are
molto antico* Nor should it be forgotten that
a long-continued oral tradition by which the
Veda had been handed down from generation to
generation, before it was written, may likewise
account for the creeping in of a large amount
of epigonic thought. We see the same admixture
in the Homeric poems (for even Homer is some-
times drowsy), and likewise in the popular poetry
of other nations, whether Scandinavians or Ger-
mans, of Fins or Laps. But admitting all this,
is it not the duty of the historian to do what
gold-washers have to do, and not to mind the